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Createspace, United States, 2012. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****The Happy Prince and Other Tales (sometimes called The Happy Prince
and Other Stories) is a collection of stories for children by Oscar Wilde first published in May 1888. It contains
five stories, The Happy Prince, The Nightingale and the Rose, The Selfish Giant, The Devoted Friend, and The
Remarkable Rocket. It is most famous for its title story, The Happy Prince. Happy Prince A swallow meets the
statue of the late Happy Prince, which houses the soul of the original prince, who in reality had never
experienced true happiness. The statue inspires the swallow to selfless acts. The Nightingale and the Rose A
nightingale overhears a student complaining that his professor s daughter will not dance with him, as he is
unable to give her a red rose. The nightingale visits all the rose-trees in the garden, and one of the roses tells her
there is a way to produce a red rose, but only if the nightingale is prepared to sing the sweetest song for the
rose all night with her heart pressing into a thorn, sacrificing her life. Seeing the student in tears, and valuing
his human life above her bird life, the nightingale carries out the ritual. She impales herself on the rose-tree s
thorn so that her heart s blood can stain the rose. The student takes the rose to the professor s daughter, but
she again rejects him because another man has sent her some real jewels, and everybody knows that jewels
cost far more than flowers. The student angrily throws the rose into the gutter, returns to his study of
metaphysics, and decides not to believe in true love anymore.
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