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has been very crude and imperfect, in practical medicine, from the want of a proper systemization of facts, and
the development from these of pathological and therapeutic laws. In place of this we have been presented with
the theories of closet practitioners, and the vagaries of dreamers, who were always more persistent in making
known their views than the modest toiler by the bedside of the sick, in the dea -room, or in the laboratory. There
has, however, been a great change in this regard within the last quarter of a century; and men now value the
facts of observation more than the conclusions arrived at by reasoning from imperfect data. Thus, the practice
of medicine has attained such development that it may he regarded as a science. Webster defines science to be
a collection of the general principles or leading truths relating to any subject, arranged in a systematic manner.
In order, therefore, that the practice of medicine should he termed scientific, it is necessary that there he certain
well-defined truths, and that these he so grouped together as to establish fixed principles. Many deny that there
is any science in the practice of medicine, and only admit it in chemistry and anatomy, out of the seven
branches taught in our colleges. Others, and among these our best writers, while claiming that medicine is a
science, almost entirely ignore it in practice, and in writing, results are given as almost entirely or quite
empirical. That practical medicine is an art to he studied, and perfected by continued practice, must he
admitted, but | claim that there...
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