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The 1920s in America saw the proliferation of hundreds of dubiously named but thrillingly entertaining pulp
magazines in America - Black Mask , Amazing , Astounding , Spicy Stories , Ace-High , Detective Magazine ,
Dare-Devil Aces . It was in these luridly-coloured publications, printed on the cheapest pulp paper, that the first
gems began to appear. The one golden rule for writers of pulp fiction was to adhere to the art of storytelling.
Each story had to have a beginning, an end, economically-etched characters, but plenty going on, both in
terms of action and emotions. Pulp magazines were the TV of their day, plucking readers from drab lives and
planting them firmly in thrilling make-believe, successors to the Victorian penny dreadfuls of writers such as Sir
Arthur Conan Doyle and Charles Dickens. These stories exemplify the best of crime and mystery pulp fiction - its
zest, speed, rhythm, verve and commitment to straightforward storytelling - spanning seven decades of
popular writing. 814 pp. Englisch.
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