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indexed. Not illustrated. 1921 Excerpt: .little book, which unfortunately is not of much service in this country
because it deals with English law and English money, the following suggestions are offered to the accountant,
public or otherwise, who intends to open a set of estate accounts: It may be assumed that all men, no matter
how unmethodical they may appear, have a system of dealing with papers and documents; it may be a very
bad and imperfect system, but it is there, and the accountant s first care must be to find it out, as, once found,
it-will materially assist him in understanding the testator s affairs. Sometimes it may not appear until weeks
have been spent upon the papers, but there is little doubt that the system is there. First, it is desirable to run
quickly through the papers, disregarding all which are manifestly irrelevant, then to classify the remainder,
and, as far as possible, arrange them in order of date, then to proceed to reduce the information which they
contain to notes, and it will be found that by patient comparison, an unfailing memory, and that trick which
accountants acquire of recalling a figure which they saw an hour or a week before, it is possible eventually to
construct a coherent account. Practice and the habit of concentration will enable the accountant to recall two
or three amounts scattered over various papers and mentally adapt them to balance the sum of them which
has appeared elsewhere. One word of...
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