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To the loyal citizen of West Virginia the literature which has been produced within the boundaries of his state
has an inspiring interest. He naturally feels that those writers who have lived among his native hills and
mountains must very often have expressed in their prose and verse the same thoughts that have occurred to
him in this environment, and that their mode of expression must be very like his own. And in this feeling he is
quite justified. There is indeed a distinctive flavor in all the hill-dwellers writings which is as unmistakable as it is
difficult to define. Perhaps it can never be defined completely, but at least the present brief study undertakes to
show in some measure how the literature produced by residents of the state differs from that by residents of the
surrounding commonwealths, with a few suggestions as to the possible causes of its distinguishing
characteristics. The monograph here presented is the outcome of several years study of local literature. In 1913
when the author was a graduate student at West Virginia University she prepared a very complete study of
Writers of West Virginia, including not only a historical and literary monograph but also a biography of almost
every state writer. Because of the bulk of this work it did not reach publication but it has been available to
students in the University Library and in the Department of History at Charleston, W. Va. Her interest in the local
literature once aroused, the author has since collected every available book and pamphlet by writers of all the
region round about, and...
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