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Excerpt: . CHAPTER XXXVI. CONCLUSION. J DEGREES- EARLY
five years have passed away since that letter was written from
Venice, and nothing further has ever been heard of Ellen.
Letters written from home have remained unanswered, and all
inquiries have proved fruitless. It was to no purpose that
Nicholas Artemvitch himself went to Venice, and thence to
Zara, after the conclusion of the war: in Venice he only learned
what the reader already knows, and in Zara he could meet
with no one who was able to give him any positive information
either respecting Renditch, or the ship in which he and Ellen
had set sail from Venice. There were indeed mysterious
rumours of the sea, during a heavy storm some four or five
years back, having washed ashore a black coffin, in which was
found the corpse of a man. But according to other...
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