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Governments and Laws, Exhibiting the Governmental Structures,
of Ancient and Modern States, Their, Growth and Decay and the
Leading, Principles of Their Laws, Vol. 1 The wide research and
long study preceding and attending the preparation of this work
have been prosecuted for the purpose of extracting from the
recorded experiences of the various people of the earth, in the
governments they have had and the laws under which they have
lived, such broad and general principles as may be helpful in the
work of framing constitutions and formulating laws. Neither
government-building nor law-making is a science. That the
moral law has some force and application is generally admitted,
but that it may be violated, when deemed expedient to do so, is
constantly asserted in practice. What is the moral law, and
where may its precepts be found? Perhaps most men will
answer, in the sacred books. But it may again be asked, what
books are sacred? To this the Brahman will unhesitatingly
answer, the Vedas and the code of Manu; the...
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