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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1917 edition. Excerpt: to this day. Their dead they buried at the foot of a great tree
in the forest, and the groves used for this purpose were honored and feared by all. Whenever they entered such
a district to cut wood or hunt they always asked permission of the dead beforehand, believing if they omitted
this ceremony they would be attended by misfortune. In their religious rites each family constructed a hut and
adorned it with flowers and lights. They congregated here and made prostrations and other acts of worship,
accompanied by the clamor of musical instruments. After this the hut was destroyed and an orgy of feasting
and drinking was begun. The priestesses (women only officiated in religious ceremonies) prepared the sacred
food for the feast. They believed in the custom of offering a sacrifice for the purpose of curing the sick. A house
was built at the expense of the patient, in which he was placed, and a priestess killed an animal to be sacrificed,
which, according to Ibanez y Garcia in his Historia de las Marianas, was a pig, an ox, or even at times a slave.
This statement may well be doubted, however, as the earliest navigators who visited the island state that there
were no animals prior to the arrival of the Europeans. Whatever may have been the victim of the sacrifice, the
accounts state that the patient was smeared with the blood and the future read in the entrails. If...
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